 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 2nd June 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 8.00pm.












S M Foster
27th May 2008








Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    



(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.45 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


4.  Minutes







 
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 21st April 2008 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 12th May 2008. 
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
See list attached.  (Copy attached)

6. Internet Purchases

To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)


7. Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)

8. Youth Council
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)

9. Payphone provision

To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)

10. Press release.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	19/5/08

66/08


	08/00828/LB

Mr P Cook

44 London Road

SANDY

SG19 1HA
	Application for Listed Building Consent: Addition of solar water heating collectors on roof at 44 London Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 40 & 46 London Road, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

2/6/08


	

	21/5/08

67/08


	08/00770/LB

Mr E Deans

59 High Street

SANDY

SG19 1AG
	Application for Listed Building Consent: Installation of exhaust vent for central heating boiler to rear courtyard at 59 High Street, Sandy,Beds.

Near neighbours 59A High Street and 21 Rectory Court, Sandy notified.
	
	F & G P

2/6/08


	

	27/5/08

68/08


	08/00877/FULL

Mr & Mrs Cooke

73 Merlin Drive

SANDY

SG19 2UN
	Full application for erection of rear conservatory at 73 Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 69, 71,75 Merlin Drive and 1 and 3 The Rookery, Sandy notified.
	
	F & G P

2/6/08


	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.06.08
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(a) Capital Account
Stratford Road Depot
Water bowser (replacement)                           £2,500.00
Ordered 25th April 2008. Now received.

(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund
Stratford Road Depot
Strimmer/brushcutter (replacement)                 £350.00
Ordered 12.5.08. Now received.
(c) Interest on Capital Account

Council Offices











(i) Projector and lap top for presentations


£1650.00


Received May 2008.
       


(ii) Redecoration and re-carpeting downstairs offices
£2500.00


Dates for this work being finalised.       

Pinnacle Field

Provision of lockable bollards at field entrance to  
£2,018.00
       
allow Tractor access.

Ordered 28th April 2008.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works (cont)

Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)
Council Offices

(i) Installation of Doorguard door holders x2


 £300.00

Installed May 2008.

(ii) Install twin beam emergency spotlight in Chamber   
 £165.00


Installed May 2008

     

(iii) Set up costs for Youth Council



 £1500.00 

Small part of budget spent on printing and refreshments.
               

(iv) Bicycle rack







 £80.00

Received, to be installed shortly.

     

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

2 x seats for play area





 £840.00

Ordered 12th May 2008. Now received.

     
Stratford Road Depot

Knapsack Sprayer





 £250.00
Ordered 1st May 2008.
      

Sandy Enhancement Group

Replacement of 2 concrete planters with cast iron 
£1,200.00


similar to those around Market Square

Ordered 14th May 2008.
S M Foster

Town Clerk

21.05.08
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.06.08
6. Internet Purchases
Increasingly items, especially those connected with information technology, can be sourced more advantageously over the internet than in more traditional ways.  However, this means that purchases must invariably be made by credit or debit card, neither of which the Town Council has.  In order to allow these purchases to be made by staff members (who are then reimbursed) but still allow the Town Council to reclaim the VAT HM Customs and Excise have instructed that these payments should be authorised separately by Council.

Three such purchases have been made recently by the Clerk:

Laptop at a cost of £767.28 + £134.27 Vat
Projector at a cost of £418 + £73.15 Vat
Virus protection at a cost of £82.34 + £14.41Vat

Copies of the invoices are attached.

(Members are requested to recommend approval of these purchases)

7. Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council
The Standing Orders have been completely reviewed to make amendments requested by Members at recent meetings. The main changes are to:

Q Recision of Previous Decisions – this has been changed to allow three Members of Council to request that Council reconsiders an item.

Y Finance and General Purposes Committee – the Sub-Committees reporting to 

F & GP have been included under its authorised powers.

Y Finance and General Purposes Committee – additions have been made to allow the Committee to authorise expenditure up to £1,000 from approved budgets and £500 for additional expenditure.

Z Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee – amendments as above for F & GP.

Other minor amendments have been made throughout, in line with recent legislation, e.g. the new Code of Conduct. Some of the Standing Orders are statutory and may not be altered, these are shown in bold type. 
(Members are requested to amend/approve the Standing Orders) (Copy attached)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.06.08
8. Youth Council

As previously reported the first meeting of the Youth Council Working Group with young people took place on Thursday 25th May 2008. Notes of the meeting will be available in due course.
Despite widespread publicity through the local schools only 2 young people attended, however their contribution was very valuable and plans were made to attract more members over the forthcoming weeks.

It was decided that the group should meet regularly on the last Thursday of each month between 6.30 and 8.30 pm, the first meeting to take place on Thursday 26th June.  This will allow time for more publicity to be circulated.
All members are welcome to attend this meeting.

(Information only)
9. Payphone provision

The Town Council has received notification of two consultations with regard to BT payphones.  The first is with regard to a kiosk situated at Engayne Avenue which was recently removed because of safety issues after it had been damaged beyond repair.

As a result BT completed an assessment of the need for a payphone in this area and found that it had received very low or no use during the previous twelve months.  They are proposing not to replace it but are obliged to consult on the matter.  The nearest alternative kiosk is outside the Rose and Crown Public House in London Road.

The second consultation affects the whole of the Mid Beds District and concerns proposals to remove 36 payphones in the area.  The only kiosk affected in Sandy is that situated at High Road, Seddington.
(Members are requested to comment on the removal of the two kiosks in question, should they wish to do so)
S M Foster

Town Clerk

27.05.08
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